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HOLLYWOOD’S TIME TRAVEL PARADOXE
A CREATIVE WRITING ACTIVITY

Instructions: Use your understanding of the two theories of time travel to create a short-short
story of no more than 500 words. In this story, you—as the time traveler—return to a year when
and a place where your parents were teenagers. This, too, has been the subject of Hollywood
movies, including Back to the Future. What do you see? More importantly, why have you traveled
back in time and what will you do there that will or will not alter time?

Step One: Create the science fiction using the “Power of Three” story formula.

Create the story's premise, using Hollywood's character-plot formula called “the Power of
Three.” At its simplest, it goes like this: Boy meets girl; boy loses girl; boy gets girl again. Or,
as in Terminator 2, Skynet sends evil computer to kil Connor; Connor, the adult, sends his own
terminator back in time to kill the evil computer; the Terminator wins and Connor survives.
What's your “Power of Three" formula? Keep in mind that one of the characters must be the time
traveler and one of the other characters will be  parent. Who is the third character and how

does this third character complicate the time travel mission?

Step Two: Select a time travel theory.

Begin with a conflict. Send your character back in time for a reason. Describe what he or she
experiences. Then, depending on which time travel theory you select—either nature will thwart
all efforts to alter the past or nature will create a parallel universe—describe what happens
next.

Step Three: End by revealing the consequences.

End by returning to the present and revealing how—and if—the time travel experience altered
events.




